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EASTER:
GOD S ULTIMATE COMEBACKER/

(What Golf Has Taught Me About Redemption)

“Since all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, we are now justified by His grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3: 23-24.

| am a golfer of sorts. It is a game that often “drives” me crazy. Here’s why. The day starts out great; the weather is fine. | am
out on the course with good friends. | hit 'em good on the practice tee. | say to myself — “This is the day | score really low!”
It's my turn for that perfect round of golf!

| open a new sleeve of balls, and tee it up on the first hole. Things immediately begin to fall apart. After 5 — 6 holes, what
was to be a score of 76 is looking more like 96. The game is controlling my emotions and me. My dream turns into a
nightmare. | struggle along, feeling deflated and defeated.

But wait. A miracle inevitably happens. | hit several great approaches. Get a rare birdie. | par the last two holes. | am happy
again! What happened? | call them “comebackers”. | hit enough good shots to make me want to come back and try it
again. The course may have won the day, but not the battle.

We golfers know the joy of having a rotten game turn around. We live in confidence that the perfect game is still out there,
waiting to reward us. We have experienced the game’s power to change us.

The Apostle Paul calls this kind of turnaround in life redemption. In golf, the effect of the good shots outweighs those of the
bad. In Christ, the same is true in life. When we personally claim the gift of salvation, we are redeemed. That doesn’t mean
we won't sin again or that our sin does not grieve God or us. It does mean we are no longer controlled by that sin. In Christ,
we are ultimately controlled not by our failures, but by the redemptive power of forgiveness and new life in Christ.

Easter is God’s ultimate “comebacker” for the human soul. Christ is risen — alive! We live in that promise. The
struggles of this world “grow strangely dim”. The promise of abundant life is fulfilled. In the life of the church, we are living in
Eastertide. We now look beyond the cross in amazement to the empty tomb. God’s ultimate act of redemption frees us for
real life, true joy and peace, realized hope.

How shall we say “Amen” to that kind of love?
By being the church that Jesus calls us to be. We say “Amen” by our worship, service, and love for God’s people. God &
God’s people invite you to “come back” this Sunday to continue your journey of faith.
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BEING THE CHURCH
FIVE PRACTICES OF FRUITFUL CONGREGATIONS
Begins April 26
Study and prayer for this series begins April 20

On April 26, we undertake a church-wide study and worship series on just that — being the church. Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations will focus us on the essentials of worship, hospitality, study, discipleship, and generosity. Don’t
forget your devotional gift - Five Weeks of Prayer and Practice - in the church office or this Sunday following worship. | am
making this a time to say “amen” to the gift of life that has been given, and is ours, in Christ. May it be so for us all!

Blessings,

TMOL
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Nine O’clock - Chapel Cam Bishop, Director of Music/Organist Cameron Bishop
Eleven O’clock - Sanctuary ) . Director of Youth Ministry
YSS * Rock Slinger Final Rehearsals
“My Lord and My God” April 19: 4-6 www.mulberryyouth.com
John 20: 19-31 April 26: Immediately after 11am service

Pl lear all nces with Cam in advance.
ease clear all absences with Ca advance Senior Recognition is

Rev. Cile Mitchell Mary Brooke Quarles May 10". A church-wide
To Give Senior Recital luncheon will follow the 11:00
Sunday, April 29 at 5:00 at Mercer University worship service. Doris will be
Assisting with Worship cooking her famous
Fried Chicken!
Ushers for Nine O’clock Seniors — remember to send
Tim Anderson & Denny Julius in your information/photos
Ushers for Eleven O’clock this week.
Gary Dunn, Emory Dunn,
Keith Fackler, Chad Hancock, J Confirmation 2009
Jim Manley, Don Ream, Please continue to pray for our
Vaughan Smith, Bill Sparks, The Childeen’s ' ’ Confirmation Class and prayer

Lee Stevens & P.M. Watson

Children’s Church
David & Courtney Baskette

partners. Conflrmatlon

Center at Mulberrﬁ Sunday is May 17",

The Children's Center at Mulberry will be lce Cream for Sale

Mulberry's Muggers hosting a Church Open House on April 22™ We have delicious ice cream
Russ & Carolyn Barber
- i from 4:00-6:00 p.m. left over from the Cherry
Jim & Ann Smith .

.................................. and a Public Open House on April 23™ '1'035021 F‘TISt'Va'- :(C_JU may
.00-7: uy a 3 gallon container or
Altar Flowers . f|.~om é.a-OO 7:00 p.m. o ath bring in your own container
Registration will be held on April 24 and we'll fill it for you! See
from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. Cameron or Doris or Betsy.

The flowers in the

chapel are given to the

glory of God and in
loving memory of B.C.

A

L8N Chafin  and  Chip
gl Chafin by Jean Chafin j i
i and Marty Chafin. Ce/ebra.h'on Day
The Methodist Home fot Children ¢ Youth

The flowers in the sanctuary are
given to the glory of God and in APH[ 25, 2009 10:00 a.m. -~ 2:30 P-m.
loving memory of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles B. Grace, Mrs. Dorothy G. Bake Sale, Live ¢ Silent Auction, Children’s Catnival, Atts ¢ Cratts,

Martin, Mr. Charles B. Grace, Jr.,

Mr. Loyd A. Grace, Mr. Bobby R, Food ¢ Enfetfainment, Celebration Market

Grace, and Mrs. Nancy G. Orphan

by the family. .
Wednesday Night Supper
This Wednesday April 22

Attendance ' Program

Last Sunday Y ? Menu Godly Play
Nine O’clock Worship 174 P
Eleven O’clock Worship 540 FELLOWSHIP Salad Bar G dl\l/llspsllonldars. |
Total Worship Attendance 714 ) odly Play Materials
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Wesley Glen Ministries Annual Fish Fry
Saturday, May 2, 2009

Wesley Glen Ministries Pavilion
(4580 North Mumford Road)
11:00 a.m. until 2:30

Fish Fry Plates
$8/Adults  $5/Children under 12

For more information call 478-471-3711.

Ministries Budget Report
2009 General Fund

Net
Month Gifts Expense Net Last Year
Jan 80,288 102,289 (22,001) (24,726)
Feb 72,070 99,174 (27,104) (23,690)

Total YTD 152,358 201,463 (49,105) (48,416)

Pam Johnston, Director of Children & Family Ministries

Cool Kids' Bible Study
We will be starting a kids' Bible Study on Wednesday
nights for grades 1-5 when choir is over. The study,
called "Jesus: The One and Only," will last 6 weeks,
from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. (during Wednesday night
assembly time for the adults). It will only last from
April 1 to May 13, and we'd love to have lots of kids
involved! Call or e-mail Pam for questions.

SMAK
Ages 5 through 5th grade
5:30 to 7:30 on Sunday hights
(through the end of April)

(\‘\ ) Fear )
s
W Fear 4
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Royal Princess Breakfast
Hear Ye, Hear Ye, All Girls ages 2-5™ grade (and their
moms) should save the date of Saturday, May 9, 9:00-
11:00 am., for a special Royal Princess Breakfast
sponsored by Children and Family Ministries. Polish

those tiaras, and get out your gown and sparkly shoes!
Watch for more details in future newsletters.

Vacation Bible School - June 14-19

Have you picked up your
devotional book yet?

Reminder!
Beginning April 26, we will be participating in a church-wide
study and preaching series — Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations. There are two important opportunities for
everyone:

1. There will be a Five Practices Sunday school class offered
for everyone not currently attending a Sunday morning class. It
will be held in the Fellowship Hall and will be led by Ann Smith,
and Jack & Carol Head. The class lessons will follow the Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations series, and will last for
five weeks. Open to all!

2. A free devotional booklet — Cultivating Fruitfulness, Five
Weeks of Prayer and Practice — is yours as a gift. Each
week's scripture and message correspond to the sermon topic
for that coming Sunday. You are encouraged to use yours for a
time of daily devotion and spiritual preparation as we, the body
of Christ, seek to be more faithful and joyful in our daily lives.
They will be available in the atrium this Sunday. Begin reading
on April 20 in preparation for the first SS lesson and sermon,
“Radical Hospitality”, on April 26.

To Handy and Mariam Hancock
upon the death of their son, David
i Hancock on April 5, 2009.

Circle Meeting
The Grace Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 21* at the home of Carol Head, 2688 Stanislaus
Circle.

Men’s Softball
Come cheer for our men as they play softball. It is a
great opportunity for fellowship. All games are played at
Central City Park. Here is the schedule:

Monday, April 20 7:45PM  Field 2
Thursday, April 23 7:45PM  Field 2
Tuesday, April 28 8:45PM  Field 2
Thursday, April 30 8:45PM  Field 7
Monday, May 4 8:45PM  Field 2
Tuesday, May 5 6:45PM  Field1
Tuesday, May 12 8:45PM  Field 2

Thursday, May 14 8:45PM  Field 1
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NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED WEEKLY
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our 11 a.m. service is broadcast live
over Radio Station AM 940 WMAC.

Pastor on Call
April 17-19
Tommy Martin
Home: 474-8735 Cell: 397-4743
E-mail: tmartin@mulberrymethodist.org
E-mail (home): tomflomartin920@aol.com

THIS WEEN AT MULRERRY

Sunday, April 19
9:00 a.m. Worship/Chapel

9:40 a.m. KIDSPRAISE/Children’s Assembly Rm
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship/Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Young Spirit Singers
5:30 p.m. SMAK.
6:00 p.m. UMYF

Monday, April 20
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Cabinet Meeting/Mustard Seed Cls

Tuesday, April 21
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study/Conf Rm
7:00 a.m. Men’s Sermon Starter Group/Panera Bread
8:30 a.m. Prayer Group/Conf Rm
10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Cabinet Meeting/Mustard Seed Cls
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting/Conf Rm
12:00 p.m. Kiwanis Club Luncheon/Fel-Hall
4:00 p.m. Trustees Mtg/Conf Rm
7:00 p.m. Grace Circle

Wednesday, April 22
10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Cabinet Meeting/Mustard Seed Cls
4:00-6:00 p.m. Children’s Center at Mulberry Open House
5:00 p.m. Altar Guild Mtg/Conf Rm
5:45 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper
6:15 p.m. Jesus — The One and Only/Children’s Assembly Rm
7:15p.m. Ainsworth Choir

Thursday, April 23
9:00 a.m. Pew Patrol

10:00 a.m. Chapel for Daycare/Sanctuary
10:30 p.m. Trinity Circle/Parlor
1:00 p.m. Carlyle Place Communion
4:00 p.m. Children’s Center Board Mtg/Conf Rm
5:30 p.m. Devotional Group/Panera Bread
6:00-7:00 p.m. Children’s Center at Mulberry Public Open House

Friday, April 24
9:00-12:00 Children’s Center at Mulberry Registration

Friday-Saturday, April 24-25
Youth Lock-in

Sunday, April 26
9:00 a.m. Worship/Chapel

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:40 a.m. KIDSPRAISE/Children’s Assembly Rm
11:00 a.m. Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Youth Leadership Council Mtg/Youth Rm
12:15 p.m. Young Spirit Singers
5:00 p.m. Way of Discernment Study/Forum
5:30 p.m. SMAK.
6:00 p.m. UMYF

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MACON, GA

May 1-3
Stone Mountain Park
For information please call

Bobby and Dianne Greene,
Wagonmasters at 474-1038.

Scampers

Memorial Funod
In memory of Dr. & Mrs. Tom Williams by Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Bridges

Macon Outreach Fund
In memory of Paula Motes by Mrs. Barbara C. Every

Music Funo
In memory of Shirley Bloodworth Butler by Mrs. Barbara C. Every

Bus Funo

In memory of Vivian Bridges by Mrs. Barbara C. Every

MULBERRY STREET UMC STHFF

Tommy Martin, Senior Pastor
Cile Mitchell, Associate Pastor

Bishop C. W. Hancock, Bishop in Residence Betsy Abbott, Director of Hospitality

Dr. William H. Hurdle, Senior Pastor Emeritus Johnny Hathcock, Director, Macon Outreach
Bruce Bishop, Church Administrator Sara Colvin, Financial Secretary

Camille Bishop, Music Director/Organist Linda Parker, Administrative Secretary
Cameron Bishop, Director of Youth Ministries Doris Andrews, Church Cook/Custodian

Pam Johnston, Director of Children & Family Ministries  Clifton Carswell & Arnold Freeman, Custodians
Erin Roberson, Director, Children’s Center
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